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How blessed is the man who finds wisdom,
And the man who gains understanding.
Proverbs 3:13
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OVERVIEW CHART

Proverbs Overview
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What is a proverb? First, what it is not - a proverb is not a promise or saying definitely guaranteeing the outcome that is being
discussed (See MacArthur below). Second, proverb is the Hebrew word mashal which means comparison, similar, parallel. In short,
a proverb is a figure of speech in which the author uses comparison in order to present a pithy, poignant observation or instruction.
A proverb is a timeless truth in the form of a simple illustration that exposes a fundamental reality of life. Proverbs are practical (not
theoretical), easy to memorize (Are you practicing the discipline of Biblical memorization?) and imminently applicable to real life
situations.

Are the Proverbs guaranteed Promises? No. John MacArthur offers a good perspective: A final area of challenge comes in
understanding that proverbs are divine guidelines and wise observations, i.e., teaching underlying principles (Pr 24:3, 4) which are
not always inflexible laws or absolute promises. These expressions of general truth (cf. Pr 10:27; 22:4) generally do have
“exceptions,” due to the uncertainty of life and unpredictable behavior of fallen men. God does not guarantee uniform outcome or
application for each proverb, but in studying them and applying them, one comes to contemplate the mind of God, His character, His
attributes, His works, and His blessings. All of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge expressed in Proverbs are hidden in Christ
(Col. 2:3).

MacArthur adds: The word “proverb” means “to be like,” thus Proverbs is a book of comparisons between common, concrete
images and life’s most profound truths. Proverbs are simple, moral statements (or illustrations) that highlight and teach fundamental
realities about life. Solomon sought God’s wisdom (2Chr 1:8—12) and offered “pithy sayings” designed to make men contemplate 1)
the fear of God and 2) living by His wisdom (Pr 1:7; 9:10). The sum of this wisdom is personified in the Lord Jesus Christ (1Cor.
1:30).



Wilkinson: Proverbs is the most intensely practical book in the Old Testament because it teaches skillful living in the multiple
aspects of everyday life. Its specific precepts include instruction on wisdom and folly, the righteous and the wicked, the tongue, pride
and humility, justice and vengeance, the family, laziness and work, poverty and wealth, friends and neighbors, love and lust, anger
and strife, masters and servants, life and death. Proverbs touches upon every facet of human relationships, and its principles
transcend the bounds of time and culture. (Talk thru the Bible)

Theme of Proverbs: fear of the LORDis the beginning of....
The fear of the LORD s the beginning of knowledge. Fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Pr 1:7).

The Septuagint rendering amplifies the meaning of Pr 1:7 - The Greek emphasizes wisdom instead of
knowledge. Notice that "fools" are equated with the ungodly.

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (sophia); and there is good understanding (sunesis =
"putting together the pieces") to all that practice it: and piety (eusebeia) toward God is the beginning of
discernment (aisthesis); but the ungodly (asebes) will set at naught wisdom and instruction (paideia =
"child training")."

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. (Pr 9:10)

Note that this fear is not "shaking fear" but a reverential awe. It is like a child who fears disappointing their
father or losing his approval and thus it is a "healthy" fear, good for our "spiritual health!"

G. Campbell Morgan wrote that there are two kinds of fear:
1. The fear that God will hurt me; but that is a selfish fear.

2. The fear that | will hurt Him; a fear founded in love and producing holiness of character and righteousness of conduct. (See
Ezekiel 6:9+).

Swindoll - Why is Proverbs so important? Proverbs accomplishes something no other biblical book does: it simply compiles
numerous short instructions for living an effective life on earth. While other books articulate profound theological truths, lengthy
narratives of triumph and failure, or prophetic preaching to a disobedient people, Proverbs concerns itself completely with instructing
people in the path of wisdom. The writers of the book recognized the varied circumstances of a person’s life and provided principles
to apply in a variety of situations rather than instructions to follow in only a few specific instances.

What's the big idea? Proverbs states its theme explicitly very early in the book: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge”
(Proverbs 1:7). The fear of the Lord refers to our viewing Him with the respect He deserves. It means living our lives in light of what
we know of Him, holding Him in the highest estimation, and depending on Him with humble trust. Only then, Proverbs teaches, will
we discover knowledge and wisdom (see also Pr 9:10).

In writing the Proverbs, Solomon hoped that his readers would attain practical righteousness in all things and that we would do this
by living our lives under the authority and direction of God. He specifically explained the book’s purpose in Pr 1:2-6, focusing on
imparting understanding that would impact every facet of our lives. Much of the book emphasizes listening to others so that we might
learn from them and apply the combined knowledge of those who have gone before us—such as parents and elders—to the unique
circumstances of our own lives (Pr 1:5, 8). Wisdom then involves appropriating a measure of humility, first before God and then
before others. If instead, we decide to speak rashly rather than listen attentively . . . well, Proverbs deals with that too (Pr 12:15;
13:3).

How do | apply this? Read it! Then live it! Proverbs contains some of the most applicable nuggets of truth in all of the Bible. Most of
the proverbs are pithy statements brimming over with imagery from the real world. This approach allows us to see very clearly how
any particular proverb might be applied to any number of everyday situations we encounter—from getting out of bed in the morning
to building a strong foundation in our relationships with others. Proverbs reminds us that God concerns Himself not just with the big,
cataclysmic events of life but even those mundane, “invisible” moments in our lives as well. Are you following God, even in those
seemingly “small” circumstances? Allow Proverbs to refocus your attention on all the hidden moments of your life.

INTRODUCTIONS AND OVERVIEWS

= Proverbs Introduction - Same as in the study Bible - John MacArthur
The title in the Hebrew Bible is “The Proverbs of Solomon* (Pr 1:1), as also in the Greek Septuagint (LXX). Proverbs pulls
together the most important 513 of the over 3,000 proverbs pondered by Solomon (1 Kin. 4:32; Eccl. 12:9), along with some
proverbs of others whom Solomon likely influenced. The word “proverb” means “to be like,” thus Proverbs is a book of


httpS://www.gty.org/resources/bible-introductions/MSB20

comparisons between common, concrete images and life’s most profound truths. Proverbs are simple, moral statements (or
illustrations) that highlight and teach fundamental realities about life. Solomon sought God’s wisdom (2 Chr. 1:8—-12) and
offered “pithy sayings” designed to make men contemplate 1) the fear of God and 2) living by His wisdom (1:7; 9:10). The sum
of this wisdom is personified in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:30).

The phrase “Proverbs of Solomon” is more a title than an absolute statement of authorship (Pr 1:1). While King Solomon, who
ruled Israel from 971-931 B.C. and was granted great wisdom by God (see 1 Ki 4:29-34), is the author of the didactic section
(Proverbs 1:1-9:18) and the proverbs of Pr 10:1-22:16, he is likely only the compiler of the “sayings of the wise” in Pr 22:17—
24:34, which are of an uncertain date before Solomon’s reign. The collection in Proverbs 25:1-29:27 was originally composed
by Solomon (Pr 25:1) but copied and included later by Judah’s king Hezekiah (ca. 715-686 B.C.). Proverbs 30:1-33 reflects
the words of Agur and Proverbs 31:1-31 the words of Lemuel, who perhaps was Solomon. Proverbs was not assembled in its
final form until Hezekiah's day or after. Solomon authored his proverbs before his heart was turned away from God (1 Ki 11:1—
11), since the book reveals a godly perspective and is addressed to the “naive” and “young” who need to learn the fear of

Since Proverbs is Wisdom literature, by nature it is sometimes difficult to understand (Pr 1:6)....In Proverbs, Solomon the Sage
gives insight into the “knotty” issues of life (1:6) which are not directly addressed in the Law or the Prophets. Though it is
practical, Proverbs is not superficial or external because it contains moral and ethical elements stressing upright living which
flow out of a right relationship with God. In Pr 4:1—4, Solomon connected 3 generations as he entrusted to his son Rehoboam
what he learned at the feet of David and Bathsheba. Proverbs is both a pattern for the tender impartation of truth from
generation to generation, as well as a vast resource for the content of the truth to be imparted. Proverbs contains the
principles and applications of Scripture which the godly characters of the Bible illustrate in their lives.

Interpretive Challenges

The first challenge is the generally elusive nature of Wisdom literature itself. Like the parables, the intended truths are often
veiled from understanding if given only a cursory glance, and thus must be pondered in the heart (Pr 1:6; 2:1-4; 4:4-9).

Another challenge is the extensive use of parallelism, which is the placing of truths side by side so that the second line
expands, completes, defines, emphasizes, or reaches the logical conclusion, the ultimate end, or, in some cases, the
contrasting point of view. Often the actual parallel is only implied. For example, 12:13 contains an unstated, but clearly implied
parallel, in that the righteous one comes through trouble because of his virtuous speech (cf. 28:7). In interpreting the Proverbs,
one must: 1) determine the parallelism and often complete what is assumed and not stated by the author; 2) identify the
figures of speech and rephrase the thought without those figures; 3) summarize the lesson or principle of the proverb in a few
words; 4) describe the behavior that is taught; and 5) find examples inside Scripture.

Challenges are also found in the various contexts of Proverbs, all of which affect interpretation and understanding. First, there
is the setting in which they were spoken; this is largely the context of the young men in the royal court of the king. Second,
there is the setting of the book as a whole and how its teachings are to be understood in light of the rest of Scripture. For
example, there is much to be gained by comparing the wisdom Solomon taught with the wisdom Christ personified. Third,
there is the historical context in which the principles and truths draw on illustrations from their own day.

A final area of challenge comes in understanding that proverbs are divine guidelines and wise observations, i.e., teaching
underlying principles (Pr 24:3, 4) which are not always inflexible laws or absolute promises. These expressions of general
truth (cf. Pr 10:27; 22:4) generally do have “exceptions,” due to the uncertainty of life and unpredictable behavior of fallen men.
God does not guarantee uniform outcome or application for each proverb, but in studying them and applying them, one comes
to contemplate the mind of God, His character, His attributes, His works, and His blessings. All of the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge expressed in Proverbs are hidden in Christ (Col. 2:3).

Book of Proverbs Overview - Insight for Living Ministries- Charles Swindoll

Click for chart on Proverbs - Charles Swindoll

Why is Proverbs so important? Proverbs accomplishes something no other biblical book does: it simply compiles numerous
short instructions for living an effective life on earth. While other books articulate profound theological truths, lengthy narratives
of triumph and failure, or prophetic preaching to a disobedient people, Proverbs concerns itself completely with instructing
people in the path of wisdom. The writers of the book recognized the varied circumstances of a person’s life and provided
principles to apply in a variety of situations rather than instructions to follow in only a few specific instances.

What's the big idea? Proverbs states its theme explicitly very early in the book: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7). The fear of the Lord refers to our viewing Him with the respect He deserves. It means living our
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lives in light of what we know of Him, holding Him in the highest estimation, and depending on Him with humble trust. Only
then, Proverbs teaches, will we discover knowledge and wisdom (see also Pr 9:10).

In writing the Proverbs, Solomon hoped that his readers would attain practical righteousness in all things and that we would do
this by living our lives under the authority and direction of God. He specifically explained the book’s purpose in Pr 1:2-6,
focusing on imparting understanding that would impact every facet of our lives. Much of the book emphasizes listening to
others so that we might learn from them and apply the combined knowledge of those who have gone before us—such as
parents and elders—to the unique circumstances of our own lives (Pr 1:5, 8). Wisdom then involves appropriating a measure
of humility, first before God and then before others. If instead, we decide to speak rashly rather than listen attentively . . . well,
Proverbs deals with that too (Pr 12:15; 13:3).

How do | apply this? Read it! Then live it! Proverbs contains some of the most applicable nuggets of truth in all of the Bible.
Most of the proverbs are pithy statements brimming over with imagery from the real world. This approach allows us to see
very clearly how any particular proverb might be applied to any number of everyday situations we encounter—from getting out
of bed in the morning to building a strong foundation in our relationships with others. Proverbs reminds us that God concerns
Himself not just with the big, cataclysmic events of life but even those mundane, “invisible” moments in our lives as well. Are
you following God, even in those seemingly “small” circumstances? Allow Proverbs to refocus your attention on all the hidden
moments of your life.

= Proverbs Overview - J Vernon McGee
= Analysis of Proverbs - James Van Dine
» OT Reflections of Christ in Proverbs - Paul Van Gorder

Excerpt - The divine origin of the book is attested to by the fact that after 3,000 years its counsels still stand,
undaunted by modern psychology and education. The keynote of Proverbs is expressed in chapter 1, verse 7,
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge." That distinguishes this book from all of the wisdom
literature of the world. It starts with an affirmation, a fundamental truth, that no educator should ignore. The
Hebrew philosophers believed there could be no discovery of ultimate truth apart from revelation. And the
revelation with which they began was the existence of God. He filled their vision. Modern philosophy has
developed a system that is godless and foolish because there is "no fear of God before their eyes" (Romans
3:18).

= Knowing God Through Proverbs - Radio Bible Class
= Proverbs - Keys To Proverbs - William Orr

= Proverbs - Through the Bible Book by Book - Myer Pearlman
= An Introduction to the Book of Proverbs- David Malick

= An Argument of the Book of Proverbs - David Malick

= Selected Bibliography of the Book of Proverbs- David Malick

= Major Characteristics of Hebrew Poetry: Parallelism - Asbury Bible Commentary

DICTIONARY ARTICLES

= Proverbs, Theology of - Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology

= Bridgeway Bible Dictionary Proverbs

= Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Proverbs

=« Easton's Bible Dictionary Proverbs, Book of

= Fausset Bible Dictionary Proverbs, the Book of

=« Holman Bible Dictionary Proverbs, Book of

= Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Proverbs, Book of

= International Standard Bible Encyclopedia Proverbs, Book of
= McClintock and Strong's Bible Encyclopedia Proverbs, Book Of
= The Nuttall Encyclopedia Proverbs. Book of

= Morrish Bible Dictionary Proverbs, Book of

=« Hawker's Poor Man's Dictionary Proverbs

= People's Dictionary of the Bible Proverbs book of

= Watson's Theological Dictionary Proverbs

=« 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica Book of Proverbs

= Kitto Biblical Cyclopedia Proverbs the book of
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=« The Jewish Encyclopedia Proverbs. Book of Proverbs

Key Words -- Key Words -- see importance of key words - learn how to mark key words and the associated discipline of how
to interrogate them with 5W/H questions. Practice "interrogating" key words as well asterm of conclusion (therefore), term of
explanation (for), terms of purpose or result (so that, in order that, that, as a result), terms of contrast (but, yet), expressions of
time (including then; until, after) and terms of comparison (like, as). You will be amazed at how your Teacher, the Holy Spirit, will

illuminate your understanding, a spiritual blessing that will grow the more you practice! Be diligent! Consider the "5P's" - Pause
to Ponder the Passage then Practice it in the Power of the Spirit. See also inductive Bible study - observation (Observe With a

Purpose) , Interpretation (Keep Context King, Read Literally, Compare Scripture with Scripture, Consult Conservative
Commentaries), and then be a doer of the Word with Application. Do not overlook "doing the word" for if you do you are deluding

yourself, and are just a "smarter sinner," but not more like the Savior! As Jesus said "blessed are those who hear the word of God,
and observe it." (Lk 11:28+, cf James 1:22+)

Key Words (NAS95):
Fear of the LORD (14x),

Prov. 1:7,29; 2:5; 8:13; 9:10; 10:27; 14:26-27; 15:16,33; 16:6; 19:23; 22:4; 23:17
Wisdom (48x/47v),

Prov. 1:2,7,20; 2:2,6-7,10; 3:13,19,21; 4:5,7,11; 5:1; 7:4; 8:1,5,11-12,14; 9:1,10; 10:13,23,31; 11:2; 13:10;
14:6,8,33; 15:33; 16:16; 17:16,24; 18:1,4; 19:8; 21:30; 23:9,23; 24:3,7,14; 29:3,15; 30:3; 31:26

Wise (62x/58v),

Prov. 1:3,5-6; 3:7,35; 6:6; 8:33; 9:8-9,12; 10:1,8,14,19; 11:30; 12:15,18; 13:1,14,20; 14:1,3,16,24;
15:2,7,12,20,24,31; 16:14,21,23; 17:28; 18:15; 19:20; 20:1,18,26; 21:11,20,22; 22:17; 23:15,19,24; 24:5-6,23;
25:12; 26:5,12; 27:11; 28:11; 29:8-9,11; 30:24

Fool(s) (58x),

Fool - Prov. 7:22; 10:8,10,18,23; 12:15; 13:16; 14:7,16; 15:5; 17:7,10,12,16,21,24,28; 18:2; 19:1,10; 20:3;
23:9; 24:7; 26:1,4-6,8,10-12; 27:3,22; 28:26; 29:11,20; 30:22

Fools - Prov. 1:7,22,32; 3:35; 8:5; 10:21; 12:23; 13:19-20; 14:8-9,24,33; 15:2,7,14; 16:22; 19:29; 26:3,7,9
Folly (17x/17v)

Prov. 5:23; 9:6,13; 12:23; 13:16; 14:24,29; 15:2,14,21; 16:22; 17:12; 18:13; 24:9; 26:4-5,11
Foolish (12x/11v),

Prov. 10:1,14; 11:29; 14:1,3; 15:20; 17:25; 19:13; 21:20; 29:9; 30:32
My son (23x),

Prov. 1:8,10,15; 2:1; 3:1,11,21; 4:10,20; 5:1,20; 6:1,3,20; 7:1; 19:27; 23:15,19,26; 24:13,21; 27:11; 31:2
Guidance (3x),

Prov. 11:14; 20:18; 24:6
Knowledge (40x/39v),

Prov. 1:4,7,22,29; 2:5-6,10; 3:20; 5:2; 8:9-10,12; 9:10; 10:14; 11:9; 12:1,23; 13:16; 14:6-7,18; 15:2,7,14; 17:27;
18:15; 19:2,25,27; 20:15; 21:11; 22:12,17,20; 23:12; 24:4-5; 28:2; 30:3

Understand(ing) (56x/55v),

Prov. 1:2,5-6; 2:2-3,6,11; 3:5,13,19; 4:1,5,7; 5:1; 7:4; 8:1,5,9,14; 9:4,6,10,16; 10:13,21,23; 11:12; 13:15;
14:6,8,29,33; 15:21,32; 16:16,21-22; 17:10,24,27; 18:2; 19:8,25; 20:5,24; 21:16,30; 23:23; 24:3; 28:2,5,11,16;
29:7,19; 30:2,18

Instruction (16x),

Prov. 1:2-3,7-8; 4:1-2,13; 5:12,23; 8:10,33; 9:9; 10:17; 15:33; 23:23; 24:32
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Discipline (17x),

Prov. 3:11; 6:23; 7:22; 12:1; 13:1,18,24; 15:5,32; 16:22; 19:18,20,27; 22:15; 23:12-13
Commandment/command (11x),

Prov. 2:1; 3:1; 4:4; 6:20,23; 7:1-2; 8:29; 10:8; 13:13; 19:16
Truth (12x/12v)

Prov. 3:3; 8:7; 12:17,19; 14:22,25; 16:6; 20:28; 21:28; 22:21; 23:23; 29:14
Righteous(ness)(90x/89v),

Prov. 1:3; 2:9,20; 3:33; 4:18; 8:8,18,20; 9:9; 10:2-3,6-7,11,16,20-21,24-25,28,30-32; 11:4-6,8-10,18-
19,21,28,28,30-31; 12:3,5,7,10,12-13,21,26,28; 13:5-6,9,21-22,25; 14:19,32,34; 15:6,9,28-29; 16:8,12-13,31;
17:15,26; 18:5,10; 20:7,28; 21:3,12,15,18,21,26; 23:24; 24:15-16,24; 25:5,26; 28:1,12,28; 29:2,6-7,16,27; 31:9

Evil (59x/55v),

Prov. 1:16,33; 2:12,14; 3:7; 4:14,16,27; 6:14,18,24; 8:13; 11:19,21,27; 12:2,12-13,20; 13:19; 14:16-17,19,22;
15:3,26,28; 16:4,6,17,27,30; 17:4,11,13,20; 19:23; 20:8,22,30; 21:10,27; 22:3; 24:1,8,19-20; 25:10; 27:12;
28:5,10,22; 29:6; 30:32; 31:12

Wicked(ness) (91x/89v),

Prov. 2:22; 3:25,33; 4:14,17,19; 5:22; 6:12,18; 8:7; 9:7; 10:3,6-7,11,16,20,23-25,27-28,30,32; 11:5,7-8,10-
11,18,23,31; 12:3,5-7,10,12,21,26; 13:5-6,9,17,25; 14:11,19,32; 15:6,8-9,28-29; 16:4,12; 17:4,15,23; 18:3,5;
19:28; 20:26; 21:4,7,10,12,18,27,29; 24:15-16,19-20,24-25; 25:5,26; 26:23,26; 28:1,4,12,15,28;
29:2,7,12,16,27

Life (46x),

Prov. 1:19; 2:19; 3:2,16,18,22; 4:10,13,22-23; 5:6; 6:23,26; 7:23; 8:35; 9:11; 10:11,16-17,27; 11:19,30;
12:10,28; 13:3,8,12,14; 14:27,30; 15:4,24,31; 16:15,17,22; 18:21; 19:23; 20:2; 21:21; 22:4,23; 29:10,24;
31:6,12

Live (14x/14v)
Prov. 1:18,33; 2:21; 3:29; 4:4; 7:2,23; 9:6; 14:25; 15:27; 21:9,19; 23:17; 25:24
Death (20x/20v)

Prov. 2:18; 5:5; 7:27; 8:36; 10:2; 11:4,19; 12:28; 13:14; 14:12,27; 16:14,25; 18:21; 19:18; 21:6,25; 24:11;
26:18; 28:17

Tongue (18x),
Prov. 6:17,24; 10:20,31; 12:18-19; 15:2,4; 16:1; 17:4; 18:21; 21:6,23; 25:15,23; 26:28; 28:23; 31:26
Way (80x/74v)

Prov. 1:15,19,31-32; 2:8,12-13,15,20; 3:6,17,23,31; 4:11,14,19,26; 5:.6,8,21; 6:6,23; 7:8,25,27;
8:2,13,20,22,32; 9:6; 10:9,29; 11:5; 12:15,26,28; 13:6,15; 14:2,8,12,14; 15:9-10,19; 16:2,7,9,17,25,29,31;
17:23; 19:3; 20:14,24; 21:2,8,16,29; 22:5-6,25; 23:19,26; 25:26; 28:10; 29:15,27; 30:19-20; 31:3,27

But (246x/242v) - The frequency of this conjunction highlights the importance of terms of contrast in the Proverbs. It also furnishes
the careful read a "hinge" to aid opening the door of meaning to that specific proverb. Always seek to discern what (why, how,
where, etc) is being contrasted. "The two major themes which are interwoven and overlapping throughout Proverbs are wisdom and
folly. Wisdom, which includes knowledge, understanding, instruction, discretion, and obedience, is built on the fear of the Lord and
the Word of God. Folly is everything opposite to wisdom." (MacArthur)

Prov. 1:18,28,33; 2:22; 3:1,32-33,35; 4:18; 5:4; 6:31; 8:36; 9:18; 10:1ff,11-14,17,19,21,24-25,271f; 11:1ff,8-
9,111f,17-18,20-21,23,26-28; 12:11f,10-13,15ff; 13:1-2,4ff,151f,23-25; 14:1ff,8-9,11-12,14-16,18,20ff,28ff; 15:1-
2,4ff,13-15,18ff,25ff,32; 16:1-2,9,14,22,25,33; 17:3,9,22,24; 18:2,12,14,23-24; 19:4,7,12,14,16,21,24-25;
20:3,5-6,14-15,17; 21:2,5,8,11,15,20,28-29,31; 22:3,12; 23:7,17,35; 24:16,25; 25:2; 26:24; 27:3-4,6-7; 28:1-
2,4-5,7,10ff,16,18-20,25-28; 29:2-4,6,8,10-11,15-16,18,23-26; 30:24-25; 31:29-30
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Explanation - The following list includes not only commentaries but other Christian works by well known evangelical writers. 